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Arts in Education Programme in Primary 
Schools – Visual Arts
Waterford Co.Co. Arts Office

Developed, coordinated and delivered by Tunde Toth 
since 2016 – in partnership with Waterford Co.Co. Arts 
Office.

The programme offers match funding to selected schools 
for innovative art projects that are inclusive, process-led, 
experimental while supporting the delivery of the Visual 
Arts Curriculum.

Since the initiation of the programme, artistic processes 
included traditional and contemporary hand paper 
making, sculptural works, site specific installation, print 
making, mask making and contemporary textile art 
projects.

Each project focuses on active participation and 
encourages the development and expression of 
individual ideas and suggestions through dialogue and 
exchange in the classroom. 



Arts in Education 
Programme in Primary 
Schools – Visual Arts
Waterford Co.Co. Arts 
Office

Art making processes are 
approached with a focus 
on shared, collaborative 
works, wherever it is 
possible.

Techniques are chosen 
to suit classroom set ups 
and offer a learning 
opportunity for teachers.
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Waterford Co.Co. Arts Office
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Kells Project 2019 - 2021

Intergenerational, cross-community art project involving primary school children, their teachers and adults 
with intellectual disabilities and additional needs at Kings River Community in Kells village, rural Ireland.

The project centered on explorations of sense of place, belonging and the local environment.

Methodology:

- Shared working processes encouraging active participation of all involved

- Participation through conversation, discussion, exchange, story telling/sharing and art making

- Experimental and collaborative making, participant-led processes

- Co-creation and shared ownership of works and process

The school’s surrounding locations, the site of Kells Priory and the river connecting local communities appeared 
as shared points of interest  during the initial consultations with participants.

Artist Tunde Toth guides a collaborative and explorative process for both communities – through separate and 
joined sessions that take place in the school, at Kings River buildings and on site locally.

Creative processes include: observational drawing, walks, sketches, ‘deep’ creative mapping, photography, 
collection of memories and stories, traditional / contemporary hand paper making processes.

The project is ongoing and will be completed in September 2020 (depending on the Covid-19 pandemic 
restrictions)
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Teacher Artist Partnership (TAP) Residency 2021
Scoil Mhilchil Naofa, Athy, Co. Kildare
3rd class teacher: Ms Alyson Hourigan
Recipient of the Documentation Award by the Arts In Education Portal

This TAP residency focused on exploring the broad theme of PLACE with 3rd class children. We wanted to introduce a 
theme that is accessible and inclusive and easy to respond to, opening up various ways of exploring and understanding.

Creative processes included discussions on favourite nature places and places where nature is trouble and needs help. The 
residency started online through Google classroom sessions that Alyson organized with the class long before this project, 
so the children were well used to the platform. We had conversations about environmental issues and made drawings and 
maps in various ways of existing places and imaginary locations – and through this, investigated the process of 
remembering and the emerging memories of these places. 

We used viewfinders to look and see differently and create images that have a new angle or focus. The unusual, unique 
views were transformed into plates for intaglio print making and created collages for collagraphs. The children created 
colourful and striking prints: block prints, collagraphs and a large scale collaborative print work that removed barriers of 
ownership and authorship by creating a truly collective work.

We were successful in our application for the Documentation Award by the Arts In Education Portal and we had the 
opportunity to work with professional film makers to document our project on a level that would not have been possible 
otherwise. We also documented the process throughout the project and Alyson had reflective discussion and writing 
sessions with the children after each workshop. The children created a number of reflective blog posts for the Portal and 
the project will be portrayed, presented and disseminated through the Portal website and the National Arts In Education 
Portal Day Conference in November 2021.
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(We) Belong 2017
St. Mary`s NS Sandyford, Dublin 18

• The (We) Belong project explored sense of place, home and belonging in the multicultural/ 
multinational environment of St. Mary`s NS.

• It was a participatory, collaborative art project, planned together with teachers and children and 
actively involving the whole school community.

• Art processes: discussions, drawings, observations, explorations of space – mapping, view finder-
based drawings, collection of objects and materials relevant to cultural traditions, Origami, paper 
cutting, Mono prints, Intaglio print making (dry point, using a printing press), shared project 
diaries, documentation, writings, selections of works for final exhibition.

• Children created both individual and collaborative works and larger scale installation pieces. Dry 
point prints were selected and framed to become permanent displays at the main entrance of the 
school building.

• Exhibition opening event took place at the local community centre in Sandyford.

FUNDING: Arts Grant – Participation and Learning Dun Laoghaire – Rathdown County Council
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Danger Art - Collective Authorship, Shared Ownership and Participation in

Arts Projects in Primary Schools

Live online presentation by Tunde Toth

The National Arts in Education Portal

Regional Day – Online

26 May 2020

Images are taken from documentation / archives of the following projects:

Creative Practitioner in Residence in Schools - Creative Practitioners Panel – DLR County Council 
Arts Office

Artist in Residence in Schools - Arts Education Panel – Butler Gallery, Kilkenny City (until 2018)



Danger Art?

What do we consider as 
a risk in an educational 

setting?

Who is challenged?

What kind of risks are 
we taking?

Why?



Taking creative risks

Expand the understanding of 
participation

Encourage and value 
questions and responses

Choose a creative process 
that offers multiple choices 

and options

Invite experiments



Co-creation

Creating “multiples” – a start 
towards co-creation

An installation or larger work 
where several individual 
pieces come together

Expand this process:

Open to continued
contribution and interaction

Remove the focus on the 
“finished” or “completed”



Co-creation – taking it further

Collaboration

Thinking, planning, making together

Co-authorship and shared ownership



Shared decision making
Conversation, discussion, debate

Share: planning, ideas, reflections

Listen

Respect

Consider collaborative options for documentation



An example for 
times of social 
restrictions and 
physical distancing

Creative Mapping 
Projects:

Live online group 
sessions (Zoom)

Email interactions

Individual explorations, 
individual making

Representation on the 
school’s online platforms


